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COMMUNIQUE 

• On Sunday 10 August 2025, 15 local experts, each with decades of experience in 

weed management in the Blue Mountains, met in Lawson for a workshop to improve 

weed management.  

• The workshop was convened by Blue Mountains Weed AcGon and included 

representaGves of all three Blue Mountains catchment groups. Blue Mountains 

ConservaGon Society contributed funds to help run the workshop. 

• They came together to look at what's working, what's not and to idenGfy ways to 

beJer manage environmental weeds in the Blue Mountains Local Government Area.  

• They recognised the globally important natural environments of the Blue Mountains 

and the dire and increasing threat of weeds. 

• They confirmed that an outstanding success is the volunteer Bushcare program run 

by Blue Mountains City Council and NPWS, one of the largest in the state. Over the 

last year, more than 675 Bushcare volunteers in the BMCC program contributed 

8,100 hours across more than 60 sites, while 148 volunteers in the NPWS program 

contributed 2,900 hours across 8 sites. The program’s quality and size were praised. 

• While much important and challenging work has been done, especially by council 

field staff, volunteers, contractors and supporGve landowners, the group was 

concerned that in recent years the overall weed situaGon in the Blue Mountains has 

worsened. They have seen an explosion of high-priority weeds and a decline in long-

term funding in real terms. 

• The workshop agreed on urgent reform prioriGes: addressing the causal factors, 

improving weed management along the highway and railway corridors, securing new 

funding and enhancing the Council’s compliance program. 

• It was also agreed that there was a need to beJer harness the strong community 

interest in managing weeds, especially at the heads of catchments leading to the 

World Heritage Area. 

• Improving the management of weeds in the Blue Mountains would require acGng 

earlier in responding to new weeds, ensuring all land managers fulfil their 

'biosecurity duty’ and transport corridor managers undertaking best-pracGce weed 

management to control weeds. 

• An improved approach would see clearer strategic prioriGes in all aspects of the 

Council’s important role in weed management, greater transparency and community 
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engagement in decision-making, and clearer lines of accountability for criGcal roles in 

weed management. 

• Adequate ongoing resources will be essenGal for all land managers to meet their 

obligaGons under the NSW Biosecurity Act. This can include beJer prioriGsaGon in 

real terms for the Council’s weed programs. 

• The results of the workshop will be developed into a report and presented to Blue 

Mountains Councillors, Council and NPWS staff and the local state MP. It is expected 

to contribute to the revision of the Council’s Weed Management Strategic Plan that is 

currently underway. 

 
Figure 1. Workshop par+cipants in ac+on with facilitator Philippa Walsh. 

 
Figure 2. Workshop par+cipants, pictured le8 to right: Liam Ramage, Keith Brister, Andrew Cox, 

David Churches, Bruce Cameron (obscured), Michael Alexander, Ian Baird, Amanda Kotlash, Ian 

Brown, Philippa Walsh (facilitator). Not pictured: Hugh PaLerson, Lyndal Sullivan, Peter Ardill, Bill 

Dixon. 


